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Interm swimming operational information for schools
We are committed to making your school’s lessons are a positive and rewarding experience for everyone.

If you are responsible for organising and or accompanying your students to our programs, please familiarise yourself with our protocols in advance. This helps ensure lessons run as safely and efficiently as possible.  

	Duty of care
	Most Interm swimming lessons are activities which happen away from the school site. In these cases, principals need to complete the appropriate administrative requirements. 
   
All Department of Education (the Department) employees have a duty of care to protect students from risk of harm that can reasonably be foreseen when students are involved in all school activities, whether on or off a Department site.

School staff cannot delegate their duty of care to any other group. Several groups may all owe a duty of care to the students. 

For example, Department swimming staff, venue (non-Department) staff and school staff. 

Swimming staff and venue staff do not have sole responsibility for the safety of students.

Previous advice from the State Solicitor’s Office is clear. School staff who supervise and accompany students to Interm Swimming programs remain fully responsible for the adequate supervision of their students.
Adequate supervision ensures:
· student behaviour is appropriate and consistently managed 
· continuous supervision of students in all areas of the venue, such as entering and exiting changerooms, using toilets, and boarding and disembarking buses 
· confirmation of student numbers to swimming staff upon arrival at the venue, during and after lessons.

To further support the safety of students and staff, attending school staff should wear high visibility vests to ensure they are immediately recognisable for toilet supervision and security issues. 

It is essential any medical, social or emotional needs that may affect a student’s safety or progress are clearly documented on the Interm swimming student enrolment form.

If a student requires medication during swimming lessons, it is the responsibility of attending school staff to carry and manage the medication, ensuring it is administered as needed. 

Please consider that any teaching and learning adjustments required for your students in the classroom, may also be necessary to support their participation in swimming lessons. Ensuring these accommodations are in place helps create an inclusive and supportive learning environment.  

	Students who require extra support

	School staff are responsible for providing appropriate teaching and learning adjustments during Interm swimming. This may include additional supervision, tailored  resources or other supports and should be implemented in consultation with parents / guardians. 

For further advice or assistance, contact the Disability and Support Services branch on 9402 6476 or the Swimming and Water Safety branch on 9402 6195. 

Medical conditions with possible loss of consciousness
 
If a student has or is at risk of a medical condition that involves periodic loss of consciousness, they must not  attend lessons unless one of the following conditions is met :
· their parent / guardian provides a medical certificate confirming that it is safe for the student to participate in lessons 
· the school is able to provide additional supervision to ensure your student’s safe participation 

The medical certificate should outline any extra supervision or necessary adjustments to be considered. These certificates are normally valid for 12 months.

A new certificate is required after 12 months, or sooner if circumstances change, such as the occurrence of another episode.  

Students with diabetes will always require additional supervision during swimming lessons. Therefore a medical certificate is not required for this specific condition.

	Students eligible to attend
	The Department meets the tuition cost of Interm swimming lessons for all:
· Pre-primary to Year 7  students in public schools
· Pre-primary to Year 7 students in regional non-government schools.

The program is also available to Pre-primary to Year 7 students from metropolitan, non-government schools on a user pays basis. 

For more information, please refer to Metropolitan Interm swimming non-government school conditions and invoicing rates.


	Interm swimming enrolment
	To participate in Interm swimming, each student must submit  an enrolment form, completed by their parent / guardian to you.  

It is essential any medical, social or emotional needs that may affect a student’s safety or progress are clearly documented on the Interm swimming student enrolment form.

We recommend that you receive this form at least 4 weeks prior to the commencement of the program. 

The form is available through the following link Interm swimming.

	Confirm student attendance
	It is acknowledged that at the time of your initial booking, you can only provide estimated student enrolment numbers.

Please note that any significant changes to your confirmed booking may affect the resourcing of your program.  

To minimise this, we will provide you with  an Interm swimming Confirmation of attendance form. 

This completed form must be returned to us by email no later than 2 weeks prior to the commencement of lessons start.

	Changes to bookings
	The Swimming and Water Safety branch is responsible for managing and organising your program, including booking pool space and employing swimming instructors.

Please note that any late changes to your program can have several impacts, including but not limited to 
· reduced employment opportunities for swimming instructors, resulting in loss of pay 
· missed opportunities for other schools to attend due to additional program capacity 

We therefore ask that you carefully consider all options before making changes to your booking. If changes are necessary,  please discuss them with the Swimming and Water Safety branch. 

All program changes  must be actioned through the Swimming and Water Safety branch at interm-metro@education.wa.edu.au.

We will notify you as soon as your updated booking is available to view in WAIVS. 

	Disruption to lessons
	If a lesson cannot proceed due to unforeseen circumstances, we make every attempt to provide an alternative dry or land-based lesson on the day, either at the venue or, where possible, at your school.  

If a dry lesson is not possible on the day, please note then there is no opportunity for catch up lessons or to increase the scheduled lesson duration. 
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